Functional assessment in older patients.
Preview Practical assessment of the functional and support factors affecting quality of life in older patients should be an integral part of medical management. This approach allows physicians to focus on remediable problems that compromise patients' daily functioning and may hinder them from living independently. In this overview, Drs Paist and Jafri discuss the key concerns of functional assessment and present an illustrative case of an 86-year-old man with multiple problems.